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Bringing Black History to Life
In February 2006, the Colorado Endowment for the Humanities will honor Black History Month by sponsoring a week-long tour entitled Black History Live, featuring Hasan Davis, a noted Kentucky poet, scholar, storyteller, youth advocate, and Chautauquan (a portrayer of legendary and historical characters). Drawing on his multiple talents, Davis presents African-American characters from the past in ways that encourage audiences to read and understand more about their cultural and ethnic history, and motivates them to reach for higher education and personal achievements. 

While on tour, Davis will use three historical characters to help audiences explore our nation’s history while bringing to light the contributions of people of color. These characters (two of whom were created with support from the Kentucky Humanities Council) include:

· York:  Black Explorer of the Lewis and Clark Expedition -- Through this character, Davis examines the life of the African-American man known only as York, an explorer who served as a distinguished member of the Lewis and Clark expedition of 1803, yet returned to 19th century American society as a slave. 

· Angus Augustus Burleigh -- Although little known, Burleigh was a 19th century ex-slave, soldier and scholar who went on to become an acclaimed black educator and minister.

· Joe Louis, the “Brown Bomber” -- Louis was the first black athlete to become the symbol of democracy and American pride after his boxing knockout of German Max Schmeling in 1938 at the beginning of America’s conflict with the Nazis in World War II.

Diagnosed as learning disabled as a child, Hasan Davis was arrested at age 11 and later expelled from school at age 18. Twice expelled from college, Davis later returned to earn a B.A. in Oral Communications and also made a name for himself in the theater department. That training – partnered with his life-long love and continuing study of history – helped him develop the unique characters that have earned him distinction as a nationally-acclaimed speaker and Chautauquan. Today Davis holds a Juris Doctorate, serves on the Federal Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee, and has also started his own business, Empowerment Solutions, focusing on youth development. 

Black History Live is slated for February 6 through February 10, 2006, and will travel to schools, churches, and libraries in the Denver-metro area and along the Front Range. Davis will speak to diverse public audiences, but mainly to minority groups of middle and high school students – specifically at-risk youth, those from low-income families, plus black and Hispanic students and immigrant populations.

