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New!

Now you can donate to CEH Online.

Visit us at www.ceh.org or call us at 303-894-7951 

x10 for your credit card donation.

Ask a Humanist  ?

During whose presidential term was the National Endowment for the Humanities

(NEH) created?

Colorado Center for the Book honors our state’s authors 

2005 Colorado Book Awards Gala

Music, poetry and guest interviews took over the Donald R. Seawell Grand Ballroom in downtown Denver on October 6 to treat those attending the 2005 Colorado Book Awards Gala to a unique twist in an awards program. The Gala featured a show written, produced and moderated by etown founder Nick Forster. Etown is a weekly coast to coast radio show broadcast on National Public Radio and other stations featuring conversations and music with authors and musicians taped in front of live audiences.  

The evening began with a chance to browse through books by this year’s awards finalists and an interesting array of gift baskets in the Silent Auction. Book awards finalists assembled and donated baskets that contained each author’s objects of inspiration, signed books and memorabilia.

The program and dinner began with a welcome from CEH Executive Director Margaret Coval and CEH Board Chair Marguerite Salazar who recognized Janis Frame and Sandy Zisman for their ongoing support of CEH and Colorado Center for the Book programs. Dinner was followed by a Nick Forster interview with Noah Jones, an eight-year-old student from Denver’s Ebert Elementary School, who recently won a first-place prize in poetry in the River of Words™ competition. Noah stole the show and read his winning poem “Coyote.” Author and CEH board member 

Patricia Nelson Limerick took the stage next for an entertaining interview with Forster. 

A delicious dessert followed both literally and musically. Wendy Woo, a talented guitarist and vocalist, alternated her music with poetry readings by her father, author Bataan Faigao. 

First-place awards were then presented to authors of books in nine literary categories. The books were all written in the previous year and judged by volunteers from the Colorado book community. 

“The introduction of radio and music personalities into the awards not only charged the evening with energy, but really celebrated Colorado as a place of inspiration and creativity,” said CEH Executive Director Margaret Coval.

Children


Linda Ashman, Just Another Morning, (HarperCollins Publishers)

Young Adult


Julie Anne Peters, Luna, (Little, Brown and Company)

Novel


Kent Haruf, Eventide, (Alfred A. Knopf) 

Educational


Connie Lockhart Ellefson & David Winger, Xeriscape Colorado: The Complete 

Guide, (Westcliffe Publishers) 

Fiction Genre


Margaret Coel, Wife of Moon, (Berkley Prime Crime)

Non-Fiction General

Nile Southern, The Candy Men: The Rollicking Life and Times of the Notorious Novel Candy, 
(Arcade Publishing) 

Poetry


Mark Irwin, Bright Hunger, (BOA Editions, Ltd.) 

History


Denver Art Museum, Painting a New World: Mexican Art and Life 1521-1821,


 (Denver Art Museum) 

Biography/Memoir

David Fridtjof Halaas & Andrew E. 
Masich, Halfbreed: The Remarkable True Story of G.orge Bent, (Da Capo Press)

See www.ceh.org for a complete list 

of finalists and their books.

(Book Awards)
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2005 High Plains Chautauqua 

Greeley rolls back to 1945-1960

The process of assimilation requires a person to go and live in a culture and get to know the people there. CEH’s High Plains Chautauqua has made it an annual event to visit an era and ask participants to spend some time with the figures and events of a period in time. Chautauquans go as far as to “become” the personalities in that timeframe and then take the audience along for the ride. 

This year’s five-day festival visited the theme Shake, Rattle and Roll: 1945-1960. There was a “whole lot of shakin’ going on” – at venues all over Greeley. Daytime and evening programs included lectures, concerts, dancing, art projects for kids and opportunities to get to know Edward R. Murrow, Corrie ten Boom, César Chávez, Dorothy Thompson, Harry S. Truman, Joseph McCarthy, Paul Robeson, Rachel Carson and Thurgood Marshall through the presentations of professional and Young Chautauqua evening performances under the Big Tent at Aims Community College. Young Chautauquans from Greeley-area schools gave daytime audiences a look at characters such as Lucille Ball, Walt Disney, a young Albert Einstein, Dr. Florence Sabin, Babe Ruth and Eleanor of Aquitaine. 

Such diverse topics as the development of suburbs, the ’50s woman, McCarthyism, Jitterbug, the art of Jackson Pollock, Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Dream and the Roots of Rock and Roll were among the daytime lectures and workshops. One evening, the music of Buddy Holly, Judy Garland, Bobby Darin, Lesley Gore, Nat King Cole and Connie Francis was performed in a ’50s Hit Parade by members of the University of Northern Colorado Musical Theater Department.


Please plan to join us for next year’s High Plains   Chautauqua when we focus on the Civil War era.
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New CEH Programs

Temple Hoyne Buell Foundation provides a grant for Motheread®

 Motheread® is a private, non-profit literacy development.organization, established in 1987, working throughout the United States to integrate literature-based curriculum and training into literacy, early childhood education, and family support programs. The art of storytelling, which is the basis of Motheread®, draws listeners in, and the dialogue about what is heard or read creates understanding which leads to improved parent/child communication and a love of reading. 

A $9,000 grant from the Temple Hoyne Buell Foundation enabled CEH 

to send four representatives from Colorado to North Carolina for the training required to establish a Motheread® program.

CEH Program Coordinator Betty Jo Brenner, who will be the Colorado state liaison for Motheread®, received training in September along with three educators from Alamosa. Beginning in November, Alamosa and Center will be the first sites using the Motheread® program in Colorado. 

Motheread® uses children’s books and adult poems/narratives as the basis for instruction. These texts in English and Spanish provide a format for adult learners to develop skills in all four areas of literacy: listening, speaking, reading and writing. The curriculum has been applied in a wide variety of settings including family literacy programs, Adult Basic Education, Head Start, Title I, Even Start, parent education, community-based literacy, Parents as Teachers, libraries and correctional facilities.

Young Chautauqua expands

CEH Program Coordinator Betty Jo Brenner says,  “Young Chautauqua programs are cropping up all over the state as the word spreads as to how effective and fun they can be.” 

Northglenn High School World History teachers Brooke Salling-Pocock attended the High Plains Chautauqua in Greeley in August. She contacted CEH afterwards to see how she could start a program in Northglenn. The program, in partnership with Northglen High School English teacher Brian Hufford, will begin in November with 60 students.

Estes Park Library is starting an after- school Young Chautauqua program that will draw participants from the community while Grand Junction’s Wingate Elementary School has plans to expand their current program. 

Now in its 5th year, Weld County School District #6 will continue its expansion of the program. In January, 14 schools will begin training 438 students from elementary, middle and high school with a focus on the Civil War era.    

Canon City Public Library will begin its program in January.
Lighthouse Writers at home at Ferril House

The Thomas Hornsby Ferril House has hosted America’s finest writers for almost a century. Its storied walls must have sighed with joy when Lighthouse Writers Workshop, Inc. moved in to make the two-story Victorian brick house its new home. Colorado Center for the Book had occupied the structure up until it merged with CEH in 2004. When CCFTB moved into offices with CEH, Lighthouse Writers Workshop was found to be a natural fit as the house’s new literary resident.

Lighthouse Writers Workshop is an independent creative writing school founded and operated by working writers and university-level teachers of writing. For more information, visit their Web site at www.lighthousewriters.org.

The Ferril House is considered to have major historical significance as a meeting place of people in the literary arts. As Thomas Ferril’s reputation as a poet grew, he developed relationships with nationally prominent poets like Robert Frost and Carl Sandburg, who frequently visited the house. Prominent writers on their way to Hollywood by train, including Jack London, Thomas Wolfe and Dorothy Parker, often stopped to see Ferril and be entertained. 

CEH will continue to host occasional events at the Ferril House and share the Denver Historical Landmark’s stories with a new generation of literary guests.

Participate in the online Housewarming 

for Ferril House

Hello, Friends,

I am the Thomas Hornsby Ferril House, and I have recently celebrated my 115th birthday. I am delighted with having the Lighthouse Writers Workshop under my roof and all of the cleaning and repairs I have received. Colorado Center for the Book friends are hosting a “Housewarming” by setting up an online account at Justgiving.com where you can help me by making contributions for such things as exterior or interior paint, window coverings, drapes, signs or landscaping. I appreciate each gift, whether it is cash or in-kind, and however you choose to designate it for my care. Go to Justgiving.com/pfp/ferril for the Thomas Hornsby Ferril House. Thank you.

Love of books and flexibility of thought bring support to CEH

Book Buffs’ Janis Frame & Sandy Zisman

Thank you, Janis Frame and Sandy Zisman. 

Colorado Endowment for the Humanities has .orged long-term relationships with its supporters over the years but connection to Book Buffs, Ltd., Janis Frame and Sandy Zisman is extraordinary. Twenty-two years ago, Janis Frame, then an executive with Citigroup, was tapped to teach at a week-long CEH summer teacher institute for award-winning teachers. Her goal was to open up teachers’ thinking by promoting reasoning and analysis of resources and individual experience. 

 “The humanities, the thinking process, opens you 

to new ideas and when joined with an individual’s life experience, those ideas are unique,” Janis said.

Her responsibilities at the multinational Citigroup involved the assimilation of the company in countries such as India, Africa or wherever they had a presence. Janis explained, “The flexibility of thought and respect of different cultures learned through the humanities made assimilation easier.”

Freedom of thought, pursuit of conversation and discussion are the values she shares with her husband, Denver attorney, Sandy Zisman. Their support of CEH is a natural extension of their joint interests. Janis has served on the CEH board. Together they contribute to the CEH general fund because they trust the leadership and know that it enables CEH to respond to opportunities as they arise.

Nine years ago, after retirement, Janis started Book Buffs, Ltd., now located on Denver’s Old South Pearl Street. “The store specializes in first editions of the brightest and most intriguing new writers in the country, ” Janis said. In addition, Book Buffs maintains an excellent collection of handmade and limited edition books and the largest poetry collection in the Rocky Mountain West. As the store’s sign states, it’s “the best place for bibliophiles. ” Find Book Buffs online at www.BookBuffsLtd.com.

Attention to quality and support of freedom of expression – Janis Frame uses the same terms as the reasons for her support of CEH.

Authors lend their voices

On Sept. 8, 2005, more than 60 Colorado authors, including Colorado Book Awards winners and finalists, visited the Rocky Mountain Unit of Recording for the Blind & Dyslexic (RFB&D) to lend their voices to record textbooks for students of all ages who are blind, visually impaired or dyslexic. Authors recorded textbooks for twelve hours at the RFB&D studio located on South Colorado Boulevard in Denver. Colorado authors and RFB&D volunteers read from seven digital recording booths at RFB&D, the only nonprofit.organization in the country recording textbooks for blind or visually impaired students.

Colorado Authors - Live!

Colorado Authors - Live! was an opportunity for readers of all ages to meet and interact with Colorado’s authors who were finalists in this year’s Colorado Book Awards. This free event, held September 10 at the Denver Public Library Central Branch, was open to the public and included readings, discussions, book-signings and talks with acclaimed writers and poets from throughout the state. 

Authors participating in this event were: John Fielder, David F. Halaas, 

T.A. Barron, Linda Ashman, Justin Matott, David G. Clark, Chris Ransick, Julie Anne Peters, Lynda Sandoval,  Nile Southern, Mark Irwin, David Mason, Deborah Robson, Stephanie Kane, Susanna Hoffman, Janis Hallowell, Tom Quinn Kumpf and Donna Pierce.

Grants

In fall 2005, CEH approved a total 

of $6,000 in program grants to 

the following.organizations:

• • •

Estes Park Public Library Foundation, Estes Park, First People: Native American 

Voices ($2,000)

• • •

James P. Beckwourth Mountain Club, Denver, Blacks Through the 'Ayes' of Our 42 Presidents ($2,000)

• • •

Tesoro Foundation, Denver, Annual 

Lecture Series 2006, ($2,000)

In spring 2005, CEH approved a total of $2,000 in Research Grants to the following individuals:

Laura DeLuca, Boulder, Lost and Found: 

An Examination of Sudanese Refugee 

Resettlement in Colorado ($1,000)

• • •

Joyce Herold, Denver, The Jicarilla Apache 

Re-genesis ($1,000)

The next deadline for Program and Research Grants is March 15, 2006. Please go to www.ceh.org for applications and for new program grant guidelines.

Answer to Ask a 

Humanist?

On September 29, 1965, President Lyndon B. Johnson signed a bill to createthe National Foundation of the Arts and Humanities.  This year marks the NEH's 40th anniversary.

River of Words™ Winner stands tall in international contest

John Davies-Schley, now a 3rd-grade student at Denver's Ebert Elementary School, captured the national Grand Prize for his age group out of 29,000 entries in the 2005 River of Words™ writing competition. The accomplishment was acknowledged when the Davies-Schley 

family was flown to San Francisco to enjoy a grand tour of the area and John was honored along with other winners from around the globe.

River of Words™, a nonprofit organization and a statewide, national, and international environmental poetry and art contest for children ages 5 - 19, is administered annually by the Center for the Book in the Library of Congress. The program increases awareness and understanding of the natural world and its connection to artistic expression, plus – according to co-founder and former U.S. Poet Laureate Robert Hass – it “strives to give children a sense of place and belonging.” The contest encourages children to create original poetry or artwork about our natural surroundings, and also addresses Colorado state education standards for science and literature. Entry deadline for the next River of Words™ competition is February 15, 2006. For details, go to www.coloradocenterforthebook.org.

Letters About Literature Winner

Gabe Goodman (far right) receives his first-place award from Beth McGuire, manager of community relations for Target Corp, and John Cole, director of the Center for the Book in the Library of Congress, at the National Book Festival in Washington, D.C. Gabe, a Greeley 7th grader, was a Colorado winner in the Letters About Literature contest and was also selected as a national winner out of nearly 50,000 entries. The next contest deadline is December 1. For details, go to www.coloradocenterforthebook.org.

Starbucks 

Poetry Reading

An audience of 36 proud teachers, parents and Starbucks Coffee Co. patrons enjoyed a poetry reading on September 24 by Colorado’s young award-winners in the River of Words™ poetry and art competition. The reading took place at the Starbucks  on Colfax and Kalamath 

in Denver.

Readers were: 

Angel Borunda

Nathan Kealey

Karthik Vishwamitra

Noah Jones

Sierra Suda

Jacob Joram

Raul Montanez

More readings are 

planned for 2006 at other Starbucks stores in the Denver Metro area.

CEH & CCFTB Schedule of Events
Overdue Reading Series

The Colorado Center for the Book and Lighthouse Writers Workshop are pleased to present the Overdue Reading Series. The series, occurring at 6:00 pm the first Thursday of every month at the Walnut Room (3131 Walnut Street, Denver) will feature a reading by a noted Colorado author or poet and then the stage will be available to all who are inspired to read their own original works. Fiction, poetry, non-fiction and dramatic works are welcome.

December 1:

David Rothman (Colorado 

Book Award winner)

Ginny Hoyle

Chris Sheehan

January 5:

Mark Irwin, Winner of the 2004 Colorado Book Award in Poetry for Bright Hunger. Short Films by Pamela Basey and Don Sniffin

February 2:

Kathryn Bass reads from her newest collection of poetry, Bright Seeds

December 10, 2005, at 4:00 pm CCFTB and Book Buffs, Ltd. welcome poet Aaron Anstett reading from his new collection No Accident. The reading will take place at Cameron Church, 1600 S. Pearl St. in Denver, with a reception to follow at Book Buffs, Ltd., 1519 S. Pearl St.

Volunteer for the American Spirit Series April 2006

Bringing history to life takes a lot 

of time and volunteers. Consider volunteering for CEH’s annual fund-raising series. Call Jo Schantz for details at 303-894-7951, x16.

We the People Bookshelf

As part of its We the People initiative, NEH is collaborating with the American Library Association (ALA) to present the We the People  Bookshelf, a program that encourages young people to read classic books and explore themes in American history, culture, and ideas. School (K-12) and public libraries are invited to apply for 15 thematically-related books which embody the theme of “Becoming American.” Books included are listed at www.neh.gov/wtp/bookshelf/index.html.

NEH is now accepting applications public libraries to participate in this program Over the next year, NEH will award copies of the 15 books in the We the People  Bookshelf to a total of 1,000 eligible libraries. In return libraries will.organize programs that highlight the theme and encourage young readers to explore these works.

Meet New CEH Board Members

CEH is proud to introduce and welcome  new board members.

Polly Baca of Denver is a former Colorado State Senator  and Representative and current executive director of the Latin American Research and Service Agency (LARASA). Throughout her public life and as a business-woman, Polly has concentrated on leadership development, health, education, multicultural competency, and the changing of public policies to improve the lives of all citizens. She is a member of the Colorado Women’s Hall of Fame.

Jonny BearCub Stiffarm of Denver is an attorney and house counsel for Eller Industries. She serves as a part of a team of Indian Child Welfare specialists who review Native American state child protection cases for compliance and trends. She served in Mayor Wellington Webb’s administration as Native American Indian Liaison for city projects including Denver International Airport.

Kathleen S. Kelley of Meeker is a fourth generation Colorado rancher and farmer. Kathleen has dedicated her life to the enrichment of the American agrarian culture. Her commitment to the belief that no nation can survive without a substantive economic and cultural link of people and the land has led her into the diverse arenas of politics, journalism, and historical research. 

See complete CEH Board listing on page 2.
